In no department of public hygiene has more rapid progress been made in the United States than in the introduction of public water-supplies in cities and towns. In the eighteenth century very few municipalities had taken any action towards introducing supplies of pure water for the use of the inhabitants, private wells, springs, and cisterns for collecting the rainfall being the principal sources of supply* The whole number of towns supplied before 1800 was 16. In 1S50 only 83 water-supplies had been introduced. In 1890 the total number of supplies had increased to 2,074. In 1896 the number had increased to 3,196, and Great attention has also been given during the past 25 years to the subject of water purification, and measures have been undertaken, and in some instances completed, in several cities for the purification of their water-supplies by means of filtration. Among these, special mention may be made of the city of Lawrence, Mass., which had for about 20 years drawn its supply directly from a river which was polluted by the sewage of several hundred thousand inhabitants living above the intake of the waterworks.
Typhoid fever had increased in the city to alarming proportions. But after the introduction of the filtration system the death-rate from this disease was reduced to less than one-tenth of its former size, and has continued to diminish from the year after such introduction of the new filtering plant. Similar measures are being taken in other American cities.
(To be continued.)
